
Hello, I'm Ardis Bazyn and I currently live in Burbank, CA. 
Many of you know me as being from Iowa. I lived in Iowa most of 
my life. I lost my sight at the age of 20 so was exposed to ACB 
then when I lived in South Dakota. When I moved to Iowa, I 
became involved with the NFB since that was prevalent in the 
Des Moines area.  

After I became a member there for about three years, the NFB 
decided it didn't want all of us as members. So, when we bounced 
out of NFB, I was part of the Iowa Council of the United Blind for 
three years. Then we joined, as a group, ACB.  So, I've been 
around ACB for a long time.  

I’ve really enjoyed my time in ACB. I'm a member of several 
affiliates, both state and special interest affiliates because I 
believe it's a worthy cause. I find the advocacy, the building of 
relationships and the communication of different ideas expressed 
is a great thing in ACB and I really enjoy that aspect.  

In ACB, I've advocated on a lot of different issues. I was a 
Randolph-Sheppard vendor for over 20 years, so I've advocated a 
lot for that program. Different issues that came up trying to make 
the program better as a whole.  

I've also been a strong advocate for voting. I've been really 
involved in accessible voting, particularly since 2011. I work with 
Democracy Live, an accessible voting company, a lot and 
advocate for them all the time, not particularly for them as their 
particular products and services, but because they really are 
interested in promoting accessibility, I've been really active in that 
area.  

Of course, any issue relating to blind people is important to me, 
but obviously some issues click for me quicker than others, so I 
advocate on what is most important to me and then try to help 
others advocate for themselves in other areas.  



I belong to special interest affiliates, particularly Randolph-
Sheppard Vendors of America and the Independent Visually 
Impaired Entrepreneurs. I joined RSVA in 1985, and I joined IVIE 
in 2000. I feel both of these entrepreneurial organizations are very 
beneficial to blind people. Many blind people have a hard time 
finding jobs. Both of these are a good way to hook up and learn 
about entrepreneurship. I really like belonging to RSVA and IVIE 
because of the support I get from the membership. If I have an 
issue with my business, which I often do, I like to bring it forward 
to others and ask how they have worked on a particular issue. 

In RSVA, when I was a vendor, I could ask other vendors in the 
program about how they handle different issues relating to 
products and services and repair etc. and also network them to 
find out about new products and services.  

In IVIE, it's been an ongoing issue. Obviously as a business 
owner I started my own first business in 1972.  That ages me and 
my current business I've had for 20 years. In every business I 
think IVIE is an advantage because there are so many 
experienced business owners that can talk to you about ways to 
update your website, ways to improve your networking, etc. So, I 
found all comments and perspectives from other members very, 
very helpful.  

I became a public speaker in 1985 primarily because of the fact 
that I was blind. I knew that lots of schools, churches, and other 
organizations really didn't comprehend the life of a blind person. I 
wanted to be able to share what a blind person could do, both 
working, for fun, or being part of a group. I first started speaking 
for schools, telling children about what a blind person can do, and 
showing all the blindness gadgets with the kids there and they 
really found those fascinating, especially the talking calculator and 
talking scale. So that was great.  



I also spoke a long time for Christian women's clubs and After 
Fives which is part of Stonecroft ministries because I feel it's also 
important to share my faith when I have the opportunity. And 
there again, I spoke about how as a blind person, I was able to 
adapt to different roles in my life and how faith was also part of 
that.  

And then, of course, in ACB I've done a lot of speaking for  
different affiliates both as banquet speaker and membership chair 
especially because people are always looking for membership 
ideas.  

In the outside world, I've spoken for numerous organizations, 
churches and businesses on how they can improve their 
business, how they need to use more accessible technology and 
adaptive equipment and also talking to them about how people 
with disabilities can be an active role in the community.  

I believe everyone has a story. Even if you're not a public 
speaker. you can tell your story. This is especially good when 
you're advocating for a particular bill or advocating for a need that 
you have. If you tell your story how your life is, what you need, 
what you've used and how different things have helped you, it will 
actually help sighted people really understand more about blind 
people in general.  

I think that your story is very important and each person's story is 
different. And you may have multiple stories. If you work on 
multiple issues, obviously you have a story about each particular 
issue you've worked on.  

I believe the most important thing that people should know about 
the ACB community is that people are really open. People like to 
hear different ideas from different people and they like to express 
their ideas. So if you're open to listening to others ideas, and want 
to share your ideas, become a part of the ACB community. 



Whether that's community calls, whether it's joining a chapter, 
joining an affiliate or just being there willing to do and help the 
organization, that would be a wonderful thing.  

My motto is “Making the impossible possible” and I think we can 
all do that in our own little way. Good luck to you.  

  


