
 

 

My name is Tom Kaufman. I was born in eastern Maryland because that's where the 

hospital was. But I grew up in Denton, Maryland, although I did go to school -- I attended 

the Maryland School for the Blind in Baltimore. I'll be 69 in December. I was born 

December 28th. Like I said, I went to school for 13 years at the school for the blind.  

 

My first thing that I was going to do was I took piano tuning and repair while I was at 

school. I didn't do so well with the repair end of it, but I did okay with tuning. So I 

thought, "Well, that's kind of how I'm going to make my living."  

 

Well, what I didn't know was how involved I was going to become in music. I started 

learning and playing the piano at eight years old. I took some lessons at school. But then I 

got a hold of a guitar, and my father showed me a few chords on a guitar that he'd bought 

me. And I found out that, hey, I can play country music on this guitar. I like this. I did 

that. 

 

I got to meet some people that played, got to be around a couple bands. My father and 

mom used to take me to this one place. There was a band that played there every 

Saturday night, and I kind of got to know them and got interested in what they were 

doing. The one guy in the band, he had a little four-string mandolin that he played. But he 

also played the fiddle, and that's how I got into playing the fiddle, because I liked what he 

was doing. He'd play those old hoedowns and stuff, and so I got into that. I got my first 

fiddle in 1972.  

 



 

 

In '75, I got this idea that I wanted to learn how to play the pedal steel guitar. I didn't 

really know where I wanted to go with that, I just more or less did it because I discovered 

that I could play some of the steel licks that I was hearing on my electric guitar. So I 

thought, "Well, what can I do with the steel guitar?" So I kind of backed into playing 

steel because I was between bands. By this time, I had been playing in some local bands 

in the area.  

 

So then in '76, I was between bands, and this guy that had a country band wanted to hire 

me as a steel player. Well, I was a little bit nervous about doing that because I didn't feel 

like I had learned that much on the steel yet. But with his encouragement and whatnot -- 

and he had a good band, so I went into that band. Because I was -- I thought of myself as 

I'm a guitar player, I'm not a steel player, but I did it. 

 

In '79, I joined another band called the Thunderbirds, and that lasted for about seven 

years. And then I played lead guitar for a few years with another band.  

 

In '91 going into '92, I started playing with a group that I'm working with now. They call 

themselves The Jones Boys, and I've been working with that band ever since. The thing I 

like about working with these guys is that they're not only good musicians, they're top-

notch. But they're good people, and that means a lot. We like each other. We're not just a 

bunch of guys that get up and play, and then we don't speak to each other afterwards. 

 

So I lived here since 2012. My mom passed away, and I had to really do -- it was like a 



 

 

crash course in learning how to take care of myself. I was one of these somewhat 

overprotected blind guys. But I learned, and I'm making out pretty well on my own so 

they tell me. I do have someone that comes in and cleans and cooks and does the grocery 

shopping for me and all that. 

 

The guy that has the band, the guy that does the booking, I don't think he sees me as I'm 

good because I'm blind. He just thinks I'm good. That's the way I interpret it, you know? 

Because he's pretty doggone good himself. He's an excellent keyboardist, and he could 

play anything he put his mind to.  

 

We work good. He, like myself, has perfect pitch. That really makes it easy. Because we 

can read each other. I know -- when he does something on that keyboard, I know right 

where he's going. He seems to know right where I'm going on the guitar or whatever 

instrument I'm playing. 

 

By the way, I didn't mention, I get to play all three things in the band -- not at one time 

obviously. But I play the lead guitar, and I play some steel. What may be of interest to a 

lot of the people that are going to hear this, I might only play maybe one or two fiddle 

songs per night. The fiddle is the thing that they seem to like in karaoke. The fiddle is the 

thing that I feel the least proficient at. But that's what they like, so you just never know 

what people are going to like.  

 

Music has been really good to me, and I've been able to make just a little bit of money. 



 

 

Not much, but a little bit, you know? 

 

I learned that I could recognize what key somebody was playing. I could recognize just 

by somebody hitting the note, I knew what note they were hitting. Now I'll tell you a 

funny story about that.  

 

My father played a little bit of guitar, as I mentioned, and he showed me my first maybe 

two or three chords. And my father, he just, you know, the guitar wasn't always tuned and 

staying in pitch. And so this is before I started actually learning guitar. So he would hit a 

chord on the guitar, and the guitar, because of it not being tuned and staying in pitch, and 

I didn't know anything about chord formations then.  

 

And he would say, "What key is that?" Or, "What chord is that?"  

 

And I'd say, "It's F sharp."  

 

And he'd say, "No, it's not." And that was because the guitar was tuned down like a half 

step.  

 

But to get back to how that perfect pitch works, it's being able to recognize what key a 

song is being played in, or you know, recognizing the notes. You know, now some 

people might take it a step further. I had a piano tuning -- my piano tuning teacher used to 

say that there was no such thing as true perfect pitch. 



 

 

 

In other words, I can hum you an A. Hmm. There it is, but that might not be quite on 

A440, but it's A. I'll -- if somebody hums me a [inaudible 5:05] A, I'll recognize it as 

such. It means that I recognize songs; I know what key they're in. 

 

Sometimes that can be a little bit of a hinderance. Because sometimes you play behind a 

singer, and they can't sing a song in the key that it was done in. They have to sing it in a 

different key. Well, sometimes that'll just change the whole mood of a song if it's played 

in a different key. 

 

I didn't really get involved with ACB until a couple years ago actually. I started with the 

ACB community. A friend of mine, Andrea DeKlotz, she had told me that I ought to get 

involved, you know, that it might not be a bad idea to join ACB. And I never really gave 

it much thought then. 

 

Well, then came the community. I learned about these community calls, and I signed up 

to get on the list. And I started attending. One thing led to another I guess. I started 

coming into karaoke. I didn't know how that would go over.  

 

How that happened was, I asked Cindy. I said, like, if I was to sing you something that 

was prerecorded…  

 

At first, she was -- she said, "Well, it's typically done, you know, people usually sing 



 

 

live." But then she said, "Well, you know, we don't always stick to tradition around here. 

You want to play something, you know, that's prerecorded, we can -- we'll try that." 

 

So I did. And then people started taking to it, and then after a while, Cindy told me, she 

said, "You know, we like what you're doing, but we'd like for you to play live sometime." 

 

So I started doing that. And well, much to my surprise, that seemed to take off, too, so I 

started doing that. And now that's kind of come full circle because now everything that's 

sent into karaoke is prerecorded stuff. Which is better in a way, because when I play 

music, I like to hear music behind me when I'm playing. It makes me feel it, you know? It 

puts that creativity in my head. Just playing without anything behind me, it's a little bit 

rough. Because I like to -- as a steel guitar playing friend of mine used to say, "I've got to 

feel music to play music." 

 

A lot of the coffee socials, like the calls that Cindy does on Tuesday and Thursday, I 

went to the coffee klatch. I was going to it before it became the coffee klatch. And at that 

time, I think it was just a regular coffee social, and then she started doing the breakout 

rooms. And I think that a lot of them at that time, that might have been when they started 

calling it the coffee klatch. And of course, she does the throwback Thursday and the 

friendship circle and some of the other coffee socials.  

 

And I guess how I started getting into actually doing calls was, there's a call -- this 

breakfast bunch. Somebody else was doing the call, and they had taken a hiatus from that, 



 

 

and Cindy was getting other people to fill in. And so I was in there one Sunday morning, 

and was it last -- yeah -- last December. And so I was in there about three or four weeks 

before I actually did my first call, and she was trying to get people to volunteer.  

 

And somebody said something about that they knew somebody that hadn't participated in 

this particular call that was going on on that day. And somebody said, "Yeah, I think he 

plays the fiddle." And then I realized that they were talking about yours truly. 

 

And I'm like, "Oh." I said, "Okay, if you need somebody in a pinch." You know?  

 

Cindy spoke up, and she said, "No, Tom. You're supposed to say, "I'll do the breakfast 

bunch on December 19."" 

 

And I said, "Okay, I will do the breakfast bunch on December 19th."  

 

And that's how it started. And if anybody knows Cindy, you don't say no to her, you 

know? That's just the way that is. 

 

In March, she decided she wanted me to take the call myself. And so I believe it was the 

last week in March, that's the Sunday that it kind of became my call. So I've been doing 

that ever since.  

 

I basically think of myself as somebody that's a little bit on the shy side. If I get 



 

 

comfortable, if I'm around the right people or the right setting. It was amazing. I don't 

even know how to explain it, this thing with the breakfast bunch, how that took off. I 

didn't know how it was going to be the first time I'd done it. But I got in there, and as a 

lot of people are the first time that they do something, you might be like, well, I -- man, 

you know, am I going to be able to come up with the right things to say? But once I got 

going, it just started flowing. And that's kind of generally the way it's been every week. 

 

The most challenging thing about that breakfast club is coming up with the topics. But 

somehow I guess the good Lord's looking out for me because he usually sends me 

something to give the people something to talk about. I'm just thankful to Cindy and 

everybody else in the community for their support, and it's just really been great. 

 

And as for this second call, the playing the six string, well, she wanted somebody to teach 

a guitar class. I'm no teacher. And I told her, I said, "I don't even know what the heck I'm 

doing." 

 

But she said, "Because you play music and all, you know." So that's how that got started. 

 

Music has been my saving grace. Because through a lot of my years, I don't feel like I 

knew how to do a whole lot. I can hold my own in music. I don't like to say that I think 

I'm good. In fact, if I said that, my mom would come out of the grave and get me. It's 

something that I've felt the most -- I have the most confidence in. I'll put it to you that 

way. It got in my blood, especially country music.  



 

 

 

Country music has been almost a lifelong love of mine. I've kind of studied it some, and 

it's just something that I love to listen to it. I don't necessarily like the way -- what it has 

become now. A lot of it doesn't sound like country music to me, but that's just me. You 

know, some people might have a different opinion about that. But yeah, music has meant 

a lot to me. 

 

If you find something that you love to do, do it even whether you get paid for it or not. 

And if you do it good enough, maybe somebody will pay you for it.  


